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You are holding the latest edition of our catalogue  in Japanese and Korean 
furniture items. 
 
Having lived in South Korea and Japan for several y ears we have made many 
valuable, personal contacts. Consequently, we are i n a position to offer you 
traditional Korean and Japanese furniture in excell ent quality, imported directly 
from Korea. As we work without the expense of a sho wroom and advertise 
mainly through direct mailing, we can keep our cost s to a minimum, hence 
allowing us to offer you attractive prices. 
 
The Korean craftsmen are known around the world for  their capabilities. These 
newly fabricated furniture items are partly copies from original antiques, which 
nowadays can only be seen in museums. Furniture in Japanese style (Step Tansu, 
Kuruma Tansu) are copied from originals brought to Korea in the beginning of 
the 20th century. 
 
The following pages give you an overview of availab le items, grouped by 
“theme”. We would like to draw your attention to th e fact, that the colours in this 
catalogue are slightly altered by the printing proc ess and invite you to view the 
originals. Also, it is important to take note of th e exact measurements, as the 
photos are not in proportion to each other. 
 
For pricing and availability, kindly refer to the p rice sheet. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to call us to arrange an appo intment. You will enjoy even 
just browsing.  
 
 
Roman & Daniela Jost 
 
 
 
P.S. Visit our internet homepage: www.asien-zuhause .ch 
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Medicine Chest (Kusuri Dansu)
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Medicine chests are the classical Korean furniture ite ms. They have a pleasant look and are 
therefore highly sought after in the western world. In former times they were used to store 
medicines, herbs and roots. Even today, pharmacies, u sing these traditional Chinese medicine 
chests, can be found in large cities like Seoul.
Every medicine chest is unique and has a different char acter. There are different styles and 
variations. They can easily combine with modern furni shings as a contrasting focal point. Drawers in 
different sizes are often used to store cutlery, key s or stationary items. Medicine chests are the 
perfect decoration for your home.

09K-03

7 rows with 6 drawers each
middle compartment with double doors
4 drawers on the sides
1 row with 3 drawers, brass hinges

97

23

75Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Medicine Chest

Price: Fr. 1'260.00

09P-01

16 drawers
white painted Chinese characters
back side with Chinese characters

42

27

49Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Medicine Chest

Price: Fr. 650.00

09P-13

1 row with 4 drawers
5 rows with 6 drawers each
1 row with 4 drawers
painted Chinese characters, brass hinges

92

38

87Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Medicine chest

Price: Fr. 1'740.00
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Medicine Chest (Kusuri Dansu)
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09P-24

5 rows with 6 drawers each
2 rows with 3 drawers each
middle compartment with sliding doors and
drawers on the sides, brass hinges

105

24

83Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Medicine Chest with carved Chinese characters

Price: Fr. 1'320.00

08P-14

6 rows with 4 drawers each
2 doors with brass décor

82

28

62Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Medicine Chest with butterfly ornaments

Price: Fr. 820.00

09P-18

4 rows with 5 drawers each
compartment with double doors
1 row with 2 drawers
brass hinges with flower ornament

79

23

63Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Medicine Chest

Price: Fr. 820.00
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TV, Video, Audio and CD-Furniture
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M058

1 compartment with shelf for stereo
1 double door with rice paper
6 drawers for CD's

117

50

71Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Stereo Furniture with CD drawers

Price: Fr. 2'400.00

09H-03

double swinging doors
simple brass hinges
ideal for living room area or TV stand

40

40

90Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Sideboard/TV Furniture

Price: Fr. 1'380.00
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Gift Items
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Are you looking for an exclusive and exceptional gift ? These small furniture items are very suitable 
as presents, birthday and retirement gifts

09P-30

brass hinges and butterfly ornaments
octagonal shape
double doors

42

36

36Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Hat Box

Price: Fr. 380.00

RJ014

with traditional symbol of Korea
gold pained carabiner and key ring
red ribbon in the colors of the Korean flag

3

3.5

3.5Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Samulnori is traditional instrumental music that has wo n international acclaim. The term 
Samul means "four" while Nori means to "play" or "perfo rm;" hence the name Samulnori 
signifies a performance using four instruments, namel y, small and large gongs made of 
bronze and leather, and double-headed hourglass and barr el drums.

Key Fob Kettle Drum

Price: Fr. 12.00

RJ015

with traditional symbol of Korea
gold pained carabiner and key ring
blue  ribbon  in the colors of the Korean flag

3

3

4Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Janggo or janggu (hourglass drum): According to existi ng documents, the jeongak 
janggo has been used since the Goryeo Dynasty. It has a  wooden body and is widely 
used in both Chinese and native korean music.

Key Fob Barrel Drum

Price: Fr. 12.00
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Gift Items
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RJ007

decorated with Chinese Characters
octagonal form
lid to open to the top
simple brass locker

41

12

12Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Scroll box beige

Price: Fr. 130.00

CHG312

octagonal shape
lid to open to the top
simple brass locker

41

12

12Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

These boxes were formerly used to carry and protect scrolls. Messengers would use these 
boxes to deliver important documents, which were wr itten in Chinese characters, to their 
recipients.
An ideal present: Filled with a nice bottle of wine or champagne these scroll boxes have 
become a bestseller in our present collection.

Scroll Box brown

Price: Fr. 130.00
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Side Chests, Document Chests and End Tables
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These chests were formerly used to store precious f estive garments and their corresponding 
accessories and jewellery. They are all unique and have a fascinating variety of drawers and 
compartments. Particularly attractive are the brass and cast -iron motives and fittings. These give 
the chests the exclusive touch. Today, these unique chests can be used in many ways; an eye 
catching piece in your entrance hall or a supplement to  your living room.  They can easily be 
combined with western interiors.
Each piece has its own and exclusive character through its individual fittings.
Lots of symbolism lies behind the brass decorations. In old Korea, flower, bird or butterfly motives 
meant a joyous life and happiness. These symbols were mainly used in women quarters.

08P-16

1 double door
1 row with 2 drawers
cast iron hinges and ornaments

59

44

61Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

End Table

Price: Fr. 750.00

09P-11

double swinging doors
2 drawers
traditional Japanese cast iron hinges and ornament

59

44

61Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

End table

Price: Fr. 750.00

09P-16

2 large drawers
large middle compartment with double doors
cast iron hinges

76

37

110Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Sideboard

Price: Fr. 1'280.00
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Lucky Chests
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This pages shows another style of Korean furnishing. B eautiful Chinese characters can be found on 
prominent places and give each item a special touch.

08C-01

lid to open to the top
Chinese characters, brass lock in fish form
two coloured design
could be used to store bottles

60

41

41Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Rice Chest with Chinese Characters

Price: Fr. 920.00
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Drawer Chests
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These chests of diverse size and shape offer consider able storage room. Each piece has an 
individual character through its style and design. The drawer chests have simple decorations in 
brass or cast iron and can be used for storing clothe s, photo equipment, stamps collection etc. 
They will be a welcome addition to your entrance hall.  An excellent place to hide, out of sight, 
keys, purses and handbags as you walk in through the doo r.

09H-04

3 large drawers
traditional cast iron hinges

59

44

61Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawers Chest

Price: Fr. 750.00

09P-26

3 large drawers
rich brass hinges and ornaments

76

42

60Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawers Chest

Price: Fr. 780.00

09P-07

3 large drawers
carved ornaments

49

31

32Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawers Chest

Price: Fr. 480.00
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Drawer Chests
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09P-03

6 drawers
brass handles

130

36

48Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawers Chest/Holl Choogi

Price: Fr. 1'130.00
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Kitchen Chests, Book Shelves and Stands

�

�����������	
�����
� �
����	�	��������
������������


�����	���
���
�
 �
��
��	


�
���


���������� �!�"
����
�	�#$����
�#� �%�&!!#'!'(&)('*�
+�,�	�-�	�.� @�
	
��/�0��

120�������������������������������1�
	 
��/�0��

120�

 

The Korean large chests and stands can easily combine w ith modern furnishings as a contrasting 
focal point. You will find plenty of space to store c hinaware, glasses, vases and bowls.

09P-06

2x2 doors on the sides
4 drawers in the center
1 row with 3 drawers

111

37

91Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Chest for plates and glasses/sideboard

Price: Fr. 2'140.00

08P-19

1 drawer
3 compartments with double doors
cast iron hinges and lockers

127

37

67Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

China Cupboard

Price: Fr. 1'900.00

09P-09

3 large compartments with swinging doors
simple brass hinges

111

38

65Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Sidechest for chinaware

Price: Fr. 1'580.00
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Kitchen Chests, Book Shelves and Stands
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08P-08

1 large drawer
2 large compartment with double doors
Cast iron handles and hinges

88

37

67Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Chest for Tableware/Sideboard

Price: Fr. 950.00

09P-10

1 double door
2 shelves to display photo frames etc.
simpel brass lock

122

35

43Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Shelf with compartment

Price: Fr. 1'100.00

08. Sep. 11 Page 13 of 26



Wooden Lamps
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Various types of lighting accessories, especially the tunggyongs (lamp stands) using candles were 
most popular and appreciated mainly by the upper class d uring the Chosun period while the 
common classes used oil lamps. Because of the high cos ts of candle sticks the government 
restricted the use of candles exclusively to ceremon ial or interior lighting in upper class houses. A 
candle set on a stick was placed inside the lantern. The  interior of the four sides of the lantern was 
finished in silk or rice papers. One side was crafted to open. Today, the same type of lanterns are 
used with electric lights as a decoration.
 
The dark wood of these lamps gives a beautiful contras t to the white rice paper. They provide a 
beautiful and decorative effect in daylight and a warm, r omantic light at night.

RJ004

made from used old wood
rice paper light house

54

15

15Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Wooden lamp made in two parts

Price: Fr. 390.00

RJ003

made from used old wood
Buddhist symbols
can be equipped with a candle or bulb

30

16

16Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Square Wooden Lamp

Price: Fr. 230.00

CHJ001

lamp in three steps
Korean lattice ornament

51

20

20Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Pagodalamp

Price: Fr. 240.00
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Wooden Lamps
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CHL063

Korean lattice ornament
covered with rice paper

62

29

29Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Square Lamp with Wooden Roof

Price: Fr. 420.00

M207

round shape with rice paper screens

38

26

26Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Wooden Lamp

Price: Fr. 180.00
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Boxes and Tables
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09P-15

3 rows with 6 drawers each
carved Chinese characters
Feet in a crane's shape
brass hinges

41

30

81Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Table with 18 drawers

Price: Fr. 980.00

CHW102

Lid to open to the top
painted Chinese characters
cast iron hinges

57

36

72Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

These chests and boxes are multipurpose and combine we ll with large furniture pieces. 
Traditionally they were used as jewellery boxes or to keep letters, even table cloths. Just 
like all the other items in this catalogue, they comb ine well with western interiors.

Hope Chest with Chinese Characters

Price: Fr. 980.00
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Telephone tables
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These telephone tables, specifically adapted to modern  needs, are a real asset to each room. They 
are attractive through their design and their brass orn aments yet the drawers and compartments 
are useful storage for pens and address books.

08K-09

flap door
attractive brass décor

31

22

38Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Mini Telephone Stand Owl Shaped

Price: Fr. 200.00

08P-12

3 drawers same size
brass decorations

31

24

39Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Telephone Chest

Price: Fr. 320.00
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Wooden Geese/Wedding Ducks
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In a traditional Korean wedding which was held in the br ide's house, a bridegroom's first act after 
arriving at the bride's house was to offer a wooden goo se to the bride's family as a token of lifelong 
fidelity which was the beginning of the wedding cer emony.

A pair of wild geese made from wood represent the new  husband and wife. In the Jeonanrye part 
of the marriage ceremony, the groom gives a single ki reogi to his mother-in-law. The geese 
symbolize several virtues that the couple should fol low in their married life:

- Wild geese keep the same partner for life. Even if  one dies, the other will not seek a new partner 
for the
  rest of his or her life.
 
- Wild geese understand hierarchy and order. Even when  flying, they maintain structure and 
harmony.
 
- Wild geese have the nature to leave their existence  wherever they go. People should leave a 
great legacy
  for their  descendants when they leave this world.

Still nowadays, wooden ducks are nice wedding present s appreciated not only in Korea but also in 
the western world.

RJ023

colourfully painted wooden ducks

10

7

24Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Wedding ducks (pair)

Price: Fr. 80.00

RJ033

colourfully painted wooden ducks

10

8

20Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Wedding ducks (pair)

Price: Fr. 80.00
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Wooden Geese/Wedding Ducks
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RJ030

colourfully painted wooden ducks

10

7

24Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Wedding ducks (pair)

Price: Fr. 80.00

RJ032

colourfully painted wooden ducks

11

8

23Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Wedding ducks (pair)

Price: Fr. 80.00
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Pictures and Drawings
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The traditional Korean pictures and drawings are perfect to enhance your interior.

JC-003

Ink drawing, black & white
black coloured frame with glass
Old woman in traditional dress

53

3

42Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawing Old Woman

Price: Fr. 600.00

JC-001

Ink drawing, black & white
black coloured frame with glass
Old Man with traditional horsetail hair hat
smoking the long bamboo pipe

53

3

42Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawing Old Man with Pipe

Price: Fr. 600.00

JC-002

Ink drawing, black & white
black coloured frame with glass
Old Man in traditional dress
carrying the A-frame with a kimchi-pot

53

3

42Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawing Old Man with A-Frame

Price: Fr. 600.00

JC-004

Ink drawing black & white
black coloured frame with glass
Korean couple wearing traditional dress

42

3

53Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Drawing Korean old man and woman

Price: Fr. 600.00
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Japanese furniture items
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In order to understand the context of Korean furnitu re with Japanese design, one has to go back in 
history a few centuries. Over three hundred years ag o, so called 'tansu' (furniture with drawers), 
were imported from Korea to Japan. They were used fo r storing clothes. Depending on the quality 
of craftsmanship they were destined for the leading dai myos and samurai families, depicting their 
family crest. These items have always been of such hi gh quality that the summer humidity could not 
penetrate. The Japanese craftsmen developed and adapted these tansu to their own style and 
customers needs.
The Korean peninsula was invaded several times by the Japanese armed forces. Ideology, as well 
as crafts and traditions, migrated to Korea alongside t he Japanese craftsmen who were brought to 
the occupied territory. In doing so, a design of fur niture, originating in Korea, was brought back 
from Japan in slightly modified style.

09K-08

2 compartments with copper lining
large compartment with glass top
3 drawers
stands on feet

45

52

77Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Hibachi Korea Style

Price: Fr. 1'400.00

09K-07

3 compartments with copper lining
middle compartment with glass top
3 drawers

37

60

91Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Although the hibachi, or brazier, originated with the ornate bronze pots on legs 
developed by the Chinese, the Japanese are usually cred ited with the development of 
the wooden hibachi. 
Although the traditional role of hibachi in Japanese l ife was ostensibly to provide heat, 
they were also important from a social viewpoint. The offering of tea was (and still is) a 
significant part of Japanese hospitality, and the hibac hi played the role of always 
keeping water hot for the unannounced arrival of guest or customer. A guest served tea 
was also seated close to the hibachi for warmth in win ter, and incense sticks were 
sometimes stuck into the coals of the hibachi to give  off a pleasant aroma for the 
enjoyment of the guest.

Hibachi Kyoto Style

Price: Fr. 1'580.00
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Japanese furniture items
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09K-10

1 large drawer
2 sliding doors with Japanese locker
2 drawers on the side

61

46

75Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Kuruma Tansu

Price: Fr. 1'450.00

09K-09

1 row with 4 drawers
1 compartment with 2 sliding doors
1 row with 3 drawers
2 hidden drawers

102

44

118Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

The reason to have furniture equipped with wheels was  above all to "save the furniture" 
and property in the event of fire, a frequent occurr ence because of typhoons and 
earthquakes, which easily destroyed houses made of wood  and paper.

Kuruma Tansu

Price: Fr. 2'400.00

09H-02

2 large drawers
2 small drawers on the side
1 compartment with black lock
traditional Japanese cast iron hinges

64

41

50Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Tansu

Price: Fr. 1'250.00
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Japanese furniture items

�

�����������	
�����
� �
����	�	��������
������������


�����	���
���
�
 �
��
��	


�
���


���������� �!�"
����
�	�#$����
�#� �%�&!!#'!'(&)('*�
+�,�	�-�	�.� @�
	
��/�0��

120�������������������������������1�
	 
��/�0��

120�

 

09H-06

1 row with 3 drawers
2 drawers beside side compartment
1 row with 2 large drawers
cast iron hinges and ornaments

89

43

85Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Tansu

Price: Fr. 1'580.00

09K-11

1 large drawer
2 drawers on the side
side compartment with inner drawer
black cast iron hinges

53

40

61Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Tansu

Price: Fr. 920.00

09K-05

1 large drawer
1 compartment with double doors
black cast iron hinges and ornaments

53

40

61Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Tansu

Price: Fr. 920.00

09P-21

1 large drawer
1 compartment with double doors
black cast iron hinges and ornaments

53

40

61Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Tansu

Price: Fr. 920.00
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Japanese Step Tansu (Staircase)
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The Japanese Step Tansu (Kaidan Tansu) has been a long time  favourite for many years in 
Japanese as well as in western households. In old days,  the Kaidan Tansu was really used to get 
from one floor to the next.

The large Step Tansu is beautifully finished and elab orate on all sides. It is suitable for use as a room 
divider or can be placed against a wall. Hinges and orname nts are made of massive cast iron or 
brass.

The compartments behind the swinging or sliding door s are suitable as storage room for tableware 
and glasses or a bar. Small items such as napkins or cutl ery will find place in the drawers. Divided 
into 3 pieces the appearance of this unit can be cha nged to suit individual needs. The ideal 
alternative to traditional western style living room f urniture. 

The small or  medium size step tansu is the ideal furn iture item if floor space is limited.

08K-02

7 steps, total of 12 drawers of different size
1 compartment with door
2 compartments with sliding doors
brass ornaments, hinges and handles

164

41

149Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Step Chest

Price: Fr. 3'200.00
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Mirror box and Dressing Tables (Vanity)
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Dressing tables were often used in old Japan. They m ust have had an important meaning in the life 
of women. On many woodblock prints of this era one can  see beautiful women and Geishas sitting 
in front of their vanity. These dressing tables were  used to store combs, hairpins, powder and 
valuable oils. The mirror can be folded and disappears e ntirely into the box.
  
Geisha dresses in traditional kimonos having their hair  worn up and adorned with ornaments 
exposing the neckline which was considered to be one  of the most beautiful parts of a woman. 
Geisha dressed in colorful traditional kimonos, using a white foundation make-up and painted their 
lips bright red.

Are you looking for an exceptional gift? These small furniture items are very suitable as presents, 
birthday and retirement gifts.
 
In Korea, Cosmetic Box (Kyongdae)  with mirror design ed to be suitable for use while fitting on the 
floor,  were very popular during the later Chosun Dyn asty period. The drawers are for combs, other 
make-up tools and hair ornaments. This was one of the e ssential items for the wedding preparation 
of a bride. Designed for the convenience of a woman us ing it while sitting on the floor, they were 
portable and were often moved to sunny spots. When no t using the vanity, a woman kept the 
mirror folded down.

CHJ010

collapsing mirror
1 drawer
brass ornaments

16

36

24Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

Mirror box (Vanity) small size

Price: Fr. 330.00
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General Business Conditions
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1. Offering and pricing
The current offerings can be viewed in our online-sh op or in Geroldswil. Please contact us to 
arrange for an appointment. The prices are fixed as sho wn on our websites and on the current price 
list based on a 'take out' basis. Customers who order  small quantities are welcome.

2. Payment conditions 
Customers in Switzerland
Cash when collecting the goods or by payment slip late st 10 days after date of invoice. 

Customers abroad
For customers abroad we request advanced payment of the total invoice amount. This can be 
done by money transfer to our bank account. Customs d uty and VAT will be charged to the 
recipient by the local authorities.

3. Delivery by parcel service
Small items will be distributed by a parcel service. The cost of packing and delivery will be charged. 
Delivery cost of large items will be quoted in advanc e.

4. Liability
The buyer will have to check the content of delivery  immediately after receipt. All damages   and 
missing items need to be announced in writing withi n 7 days. Later announced claims cannot be 
considered. If a shipment has been damaged by the deli very service we kindly ask you to keep all 
packing material for insurance proof. 

5. Ownership 
All items remain our property until total payment of invoice. 

6. Miscellaneous
We try to keep delivery terms accurate. There is no l iability for late delivery, non-delivery or any 
damages resulting. The herewith mentioned business co nditions are valid for all orders, namely 
orders made by telephone or through Internet.

7. Legal proceedings
This agreement is subject to Swiss substantive law. In  case of litigation arising from this agreement, 
8953 Dietikon is the court of jurisdiction. Roman & Daniela Jost reserves the right to prosecute the 
client at his/her domicile or place of residence or a t any other appropriate court or competent 
authorities.

9952

0

0

0Width in cm:

Depth in cm:

Height in cm:

08. Sep. 11 Page 26 of 26


